Until the revolutionary regulations of the Federal Trad e Commission (FTC) were implemented a decade ago, only members of multi speciality group s could legally split a fee for the referral of a patient to another member of their own group. The FTC ruling allows adverti sing and encourages and facilitates the health maintenance organi zation (HMO) and managed care system of medicine, and has lead to the wide spread practice in the United States of patients in these plans in some cases to be referred or not to a specialist on the basis of economic rather than medical considerations. Unfortunately, medical care can now be 
